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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 2708 3.4 1.1 5 68.2 100
1b 2698 5.3 2.1 10 52.9 99.6
1c 2697 9.1 3.8 20 45.6 99.6
2ai 2561 7 2 10 69.7 94.5
2aii 2539 8.2 3.3 15 54.4 93.7
2b 1283 14.8 5.9 30 49.4 47.4
2c 1267 13.2 5.6 30 44 46.8
3ai 100 6.7 2.2 10 66.8 3.7
3aii 98 7 3.5 15 46.6 3.6
3b 53 15.1 5.2 30 50.2 2
3c 47 13 6.3 30 43.2 1.7
4ai 46 6.8 2.2 10 67.8 1.7
4aii 46 8.5 3.4 15 56.5 1.7
4b 34 15.4 6.4 30 51.2 1.3
4c 11 9.2 5.3 30 30.6 0.4
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GCE SOCIOLOGY 2206 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

AO1: 3 marksAO2: 1 mark4/5



Sticky Note

* Three clear knowledge points.* The reference to the item is quite general (AO2)







Sticky Note

AO1: 5 marksAO2: 4 marks9/10



Sticky Note

* Two clear reasons. Not quite detailed enough in point one for full marks (AO1)* Excellent use of Item and interpretation of both points (AO2)







Sticky Note

* Key concept not developed.



Sticky Note

* Some evaluation and analysis but not developed.







Sticky Note

AO1: 6 marksAO2: 1 markAO3: 3 marks10/20



Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates some knowledge but it is not developed. * The reference to the item is implicit and there is a missed opportunity to refer to studies.* The evaluation and analysis tends to be list-like. 
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Section B 
 
2. (a) (i)  Summarise the content of the chart showing Key Stage 2 attainment 


entries for different ethnic groups . [10] 
 
 Answers should include accurate points for band 3 AO1 which should 


be supported with data from the chart.  For band 3 AO2 a clear 
interpretation of the data should be present. 


 
   Indicative content 


 Expect to see reference to a range of points relating to different 
ethnic groups and Key stage 2 attainment.  


 Comparison may be made between Chinese students achieving a 
level 5 in English and Maths and all other groups. 


 Reference may be made to Gypsy/traveller children's attainment 
and all the other groups.  


 Reference may be made to the percentage of Chinese students 
achieving level 5 in English and Maths compared to white British 
students  


 Similarly, the percentage of Indian students achieving level 5 in 
English and Maths level 5 compared to white British students. 


 Reference may be made to the higher percentage of Irish students 
achieving English and Maths level 5 compared to white British 
students.  


 Points made should be supported by accurate statistics drawn 
from the data. 


 Any other reasonable points. 
 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability 
to select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
There will be appropriate use made of 
the item to demonstrate understanding. 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ concepts/ 
evidence relating to the context of 
the debate/question. 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
Some reference will be made to the item. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the 
context of the debate/question.  


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the debate/question.  
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2.  (a) (ii) Explain two sociological reasons for the relationship between ethnicity 
and educational attainment.  [15] 


 


There should be two sociological reasons with effective use of 
sociological language (AO1 band 4). Both reasons will be supported 
by sociological evidence (AO2 band 4).  Two reasons for the same 
pattern/trend are acceptable.  


 


  Indicative content 
There should be two different reasons (which may be linked to the 
data in the graph) such as:  


 Attainment of different ethnic groups for example Chinese and 
Indian students compared to other ethnic groups , including white 
British.  


 Teacher expectations of Pakistani, Bangladeshi and African- 
Caribbean students compared to White British :Wright. 


 Cultural factors emphasised by the Functionalists and New Right 
e.g. Traveller children less likely to attend secondary education, 
Chinese ‘Tiger parents’. 


 Cultural capital. 


 Material factors.  


 Teacher labelling, racism and institutional racism emphasised by 
Interactionists; Mirza, Swann Report, Wright, Modood.  


 Social policy initiatives such as the National Curriculum that have 
been described as an ‘ethnocentric curriculum’; Gillborn. 


 Reference should be made to appropriate empirical evidence 
and/or examples. 


 Any other reasonable responses. 
 


Band AO1 
elements 1a & 1b 


AO2 
element 1a 


4 9-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed knowledge 
and understanding of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question. 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed ability to 
select, apply and interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ concepts/ evidence in 
the context of the debate/question. 


3 6-8 marks 
Answers demonstrate some knowledge 
and understanding of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question. 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  


2 3-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic knowledge 
and understanding of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question.  


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  


1 1-2 marks  
Answers demonstrate limited knowledge 
and understanding of sociological theories/ 
concepts/ evidence relating to the context 
of the debate/question. 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited ability to select 
and/or interpret and/ or apply sociological 
theories/ concepts/ evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (b) Evaluate Marxist explanations of the role of education in society. [30] 
 


 Answers will make judgements of the sociological concepts, theory, 
controversy or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in 
the question. Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting 
sociological evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all 
abilities to the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  
However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, 
judgement and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for 
AO2 and AO3. 


 
 


Indicative content  


 There should be a clear understanding of the Marxist view of the role of 
education.  


 Consideration of key ideas such as the reproduction of inequalities and 
social relations of production of capitalist society; Bowles and Gintis. 


 The role of the hidden curriculum from a Marxist perspective: through the 
hidden curriculum education transmits ruling class, capitalist values 
disguised as common values; Althusser. 


 Education maintains ‘the myth meritocracy’ to legitimate inequalities. 
Those denied success blame themselves rather than the system; Bowles 
and Gintis.  


  Working class children experience ‘symbolic violence’ while the cultural 
capital of the middle class children is valued and rewarded; Bourdieu. 


 The correspondence principle may be considered as; Bowles and Gintis. 


 The role of education in maintaining inequality: Boudon’s “positional 
theory” ‘For inequality of educational opportunity to be eliminated, either a 
society must be unstratified or its school system must be completely 
undifferentiated’. 


 The role of the hidden curriculum from alternative more positive 
perspectives. 


 Criticisms of the Marxist view of the role of education; Willis’ views on 
resistance.  


 Alternative views used to criticise Marxism such as Functionalism, 
feminism, interactionism, New Right. 


 Ideas should be compared and evaluated with reference to supporting 
evidence. 


 Any other reasonable response.  
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


3 


7-10  marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined.  


2 


4-7  marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks  
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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2. (c) Assess sociological explanations for the under achievement of boys in 
education. [30] 


 


Answers will make judgements of the worth of sociological concepts, theory, 
controversy or sociological debate.  The answer will focus on the debate in 
the question. Credit will be given to the effective use of supporting 
sociological evidence/theories and concepts.  Where answers demonstrate all 
abilities to the highest standard then they will be consistent with Band 4.  
However answers demonstrating knowledge but fewer skills of assessment, 
judgement and evaluation may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but lower bands for 
AO2 and AO3. 


 


Indicative content  
 There should be a clear understanding of boys’ patterns of achievement; 


DfES/DCELS statistics, Estyn reports. 
 Welsh-medium education statistics and data may be considered.  
 Boys account for 80 percent of permanent exclusions and three quarters 


of fixed term exclusions Department for Education and Skills 2007. 
 The view that boys’ patterns of achievement are influenced more by 


factors outside schools such as the home. 
 New Right focus on absent fathers, anti-school subcultures, the crisis of 


masculinity and moral panics; Murray. 
 Boys’ anti-school subcultures from the perspective of Willis, especially his 


later work. 
 The ‘feminisation of the labour force’ leading to a ‘crisis of masculinity’ in 


working class boys aspirations about their role in society; Mac an Ghaill. 
 There may be reference to variations in attainment between boys and the 


significance of social class and ethnicity to these patterns; Mitsos and 
Browne, Mac an Ghaill. 


 There may be reference to underachieving black boys: Sewell.  
 Recognition that there are real problems to address in the early years of 


boys education, has led to government policy changes such as the 
literacy hour. 


 Ideas should be compared and assessed. 
 Some may display knowledge and understanding of the view that 


processes within schools influence boys’ patterns of achievement; 
Modood, Mac an Ghaill. 


 They may examine Interactionist and Interpretivist theories drawing upon 
issues such as teacher expectations, stereotyping, labelling, self-fulfilling 
prophecy, master status and subcultures Mac an Ghaill, Connell. 


 Some may examine the feminisation of teaching and the influence of peer 
groups within the school;  Carrington. 


 Some boys face multiple disadvantages; class, racism peer pressure.  
 Issues such as the over determinism of some theoretical perspectives and 


lack of empirical evidence may be examined. 
 Some may consider whether concerns about the underachievement of 


boys masks the very real underachievement of working class girls; Archer. 
 The functionalist notion of meritocracy may be considered relating to boys' 


underachievement compared to girls'.  
 Any other reasonable response.  
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Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


11-13 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


10-12 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be offered 
based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined. 


3 


7-10 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. Some of 
which are applied and 
interpreted in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


7-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised and 
logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined.  


2 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


4-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


1 


1-3 marks  
Answers demonstrate limited 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/or apply 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the 
context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation of 
any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
 
  












1 








Sticky Note

* The candidate clearly understands the data in the item.







Sticky Note

* The candidate cites accurate points which are clearly supported with reference to the statistics in the item.



Sticky Note

* There is a missed opportunity for the candidate to offer evidence for this explanation.



Sticky Note

* Good use of relevant concepts.







Sticky Note

* Another missed opportunity to refer to studies/theory in support of the explanation.



Sticky Note

* A relevant point but unsupported by evidence.



Sticky Note

* The candidate is able to offer two appropriate explanations  for the data in the item, however the answer is general without reference to relevant studies/theory.







Sticky Note

* A good point supported by evidence.







Sticky Note

* A relevant theorist and concepts.



Sticky Note

* A clear if unsophisticated attempt to interpret the ideas in relation to the question.







Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates knowledge of a range of relevant Marxist views.







Sticky Note

* Unfortunately the evaluation is introduced very late in the essay and not developed.







Sticky Note

* There is an attempt to focus the evaluation rather than to juxtapose ideas.



Sticky Note

* The candidate is placed in the top of band three for knowledge demonstrating breadth but a little less depth of knowledge (AO1)* There is an attempt to maintain a focus on the question, though not quite sophisticated enough for band four.* The evaluation is focused but is less developed.












1 








Sticky Note

AO1: 1 markAO2: 2 Marks3/5



Sticky Note

* One knowledge point awarded for the first sentence.* The reference to the item is applies and interpreted (AO2)







Sticky Note

AO1: 2 marksAO2: 1 mark3/10



Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates a basic understanding of the two reasons.* The reference to the item is basic, not accurate, with a tendency towards conjecture.



Sticky Note

* Not very precise.







Sticky Note

* Key concept not developed.



Sticky Note

* Evaluation not developed.







Sticky Note

AO1: 4 marksAO2: 2 marksAO3: 2 marks



Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates some basic knowledge and understanding of interviews that collect qualitative data and key concepts. However there are no references to studies beyond the item and this continues to be a problem with many answers to this question.
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GCE AS (NEW) 
SOCIOLOGY 


 


SUMMER 2017 MARK SCHEME 
 


UNIT 2 
 


Understanding Society and Methods of Sociological Enquiry 
 


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning 
of the term quantitative data.  [5] 


 


 Answers should include accurate knowledge points for band 3 AO1.  Points 
should be supported with examples and/or evidence.  For band 3 AO2 a clear 
explanation of the examples/evidence should be present. 


 


 Indicative content 


 A definition of the term quantitative data. 


 Research methods that generate quantitative data: questionnaires, 
structured interviews, surveys, secondary statistical analysis etc. 


 Data that can be expressed in numerical form and presented in the form 
of graphs, tables, charts, statistics etc. 


 Data that can reveal patterns and trends, reliability.  


 Comparisons can be made. 


 Favoured by positivists. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 


 Any other reasonable response.  
 


Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 


3 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods 
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate sociological 
theories/ concepts/evidence/research 
methods. These are applied and interpreted 
in the context of the debate/question.  
Reference will be made to the item to show 
the ability to select appropriate examples.  
 


2 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods. 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate some ability to select, 
apply and interpret appropriate sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence/research 
methods in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding of 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the debate/question as 
applied to research methods. 
 


 
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


 
  







 


2 
 


 
1. (b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two 


possible reasons why sociologists choose to use secondary data in social 
research. [10] 


 
 There should be two reasons for AO1 band 3.  These reasons can be 


theoretical, practical or methodological and must contain technical language.  
For AO2 band 3 the reasons must be contextualised and explained with 
reference to methodological issues.  


 
 Indicative content 


 Understanding of the concept secondary data: quantitative, qualitative or 
a combination.  


 Secondary data may be valuable to sociologists on their own or used in 
combination with primary sources. 


 Availability as the sources already exist. 


 Cost effectiveness as the researcher does not have to spend time and 
money travelling to collect the data. 


 Ethics: where a topic area concerns illegal activities, it might be unsafe to 
gather primary data. 


 Accessibility: where interesting data might be difficult to obtain from 
certain groups, such as religious sects who are not prepared to engage in 
primary research. 


 Historical insight: secondary sources such as diaries or letters can provide 
insight into ways of life. 


 Research into  the media often focusses on content analysis of secondary 
data. 


 Issues of researcher bias avoided. 


 Reference will be made to the item. 


 Any other reasonable response.  
 
  







 


3 
 


 
 


Band AO1 
elements 2a & 2b 


AO2 
element 1b 


3 


5-6 marks 
Answers demonstrate detailed 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


 


4 marks 
Answers demonstrate a detailed 
ability to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
There will be appropriate use made 
of the item to demonstrate 
understanding. 


2 


3-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some ability to 
select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 
Some reference will be made to the 
item. 


1 


1-2 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and understanding 
of sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating to 
the context of the 
debate/question.  


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate a basic ability 
to select, apply and interpret 
appropriate sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence in the context of 
the debate/question.  
 


 0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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1.  (c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, discuss why many 
researchers choose to carry out interviews that collect qualitative data. [20] 


 


 Answers should demonstrate the ability to make sense of sociological 
debates, offer sociological examples and explain sociological concepts.  
Answers need to use key terminology.  Credit will be given to effective 
discussion where there is evidence of detailed and wide ranging knowledge.  
Where answers demonstrate all abilities to the highest standard, then they will 
be consistent with Band 4.  However answers demonstrating knowledge but 
fewer skills of interpretation and discussion may achieve Band 4 for AO1 but 
lower bands for AO2 and AO3. 


 


Indicative content 


 There should be understanding that each method has strengths and 
weaknesses. 


 Unstructured interviews, semi-structured interviews or a mixture of both.  


 Interviews can generate greater insights as interviewees can elaborate 
their views and feelings. 


 The more ‘natural’ settings help generate more valid data. 


 Interviewees can ‘speak for themselves’, enhancing validity. 


 Opportunity to gain further insights through non-verbal communication. 


 There should be reference to sociological studies used to illustrate the 
points made such as Oakley, Hodkinson, Martin, Barker or any study that 
provides appropriate examples of interviews as a research method 
generating qualitative data. 


 Reference will be made to the item  


 Any other relevant points  
 


Band 
AO1 


elements 1a & 1b 
AO2 


element 1a 
AO3 


strands 1-3 


4 


8-9 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence. These 
are applied and interpreted in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


6 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
detailed, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Logical judgements and 
conclusions will be 
offered based on explicit 
evaluation of the relevant 
theories/ concepts/ 
evidence examined.  


3 


5-7 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate some 
accurate and relevant 
selection of appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence. 
Some of which are applied 
and interpreted in the context 
of the debate/question.  
 


4-5 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
some, well organised 
and logical arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show some evaluation of 
the relevant theories/ 
concepts/evidence 
examined. 


  







 


5 
 


 


2 


2-4 marks 
Answers demonstrate basic 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2 marks 
Answers demonstrate a basic 
ability to select, apply and 
interpret appropriate 
sociological 
theories/concepts/ evidence 
in the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


2-3 marks 
Answers demonstrate 
basic arguments. 
Judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show basic evaluation of 
the theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  
 


1 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate 
limited knowledge and 
understanding of 
sociological theories/ 
concepts/evidence relating 
to the context of the 
debate/question.  
 
 


1 mark 
Answers demonstrate limited 
ability to select and/or 
interpret and/ or apply 
sociological 
theories/concepts/evidence in 
the context of the 
debate/question.  
 


1mark 
Answers demonstrate 
limited argument. Any 
judgements and 
conclusions offered will 
show limited evaluation 
of any theories/concepts/ 
evidence examined.  
 


 
0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 


0 marks 
NRSP 
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SECTION B


Answer one of the following options.


Option 1 Education


Compulsory question


2. (a) Study the following item and answer both questions.


Key stage 2 attainment by ethnic group (2011)


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Source: www.ethnicity.ac.uk


 (i) Summarise the content of the chart showing Key stage 2 attainment for different 
ethnic groups. [10]


 (ii) Explain two sociological reasons for the relationship between ethnicity and 
educational attainment. [15]


Either,


 (b) Evaluate Marxist explanations of the role of education in society. [30]


Or,


 (c) Assess sociological explanations of the underachievement of boys in education. [30]
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Sticky Note

AO1: 3 marksAO2: 3 marks6/10



Sticky Note

* The candidate cites two accurate points and two accurate statistics from the item.



Sticky Note

* Reason one is relevant and includes two examples, however the answer remains generalised without reference to studies.







Sticky Note

AO1: 5 marksAO2: 3 marks8/15



Sticky Note

* The interpretation of theory is stronger in reason 2 (AO2), though the candidate again relies on examples rather than studies, therefore lacking the appropriate detail for the highest band.







Sticky Note

* The theory is relevant, though there is a missed opportunity to introduce a range of Marxist  explanations on the role of education in society.



Sticky Note

* The candidate is straying from the question into a discussion on under achievement.







Sticky Note

** A clear evaluative point.



Sticky Note

* General evaluation.







Sticky Note

AO1:6 marksAO2: 2 marksAO3: 6 marks14/20



Sticky Note

* The evaluation here is juxtaposed, without reference to the Marxist view.



Sticky Note

* The candidate has demonstrated a narrow knowledge base on Marxism, with reference to just one study (AO1).* The focus moves away from the role of education to under achievement.* The evaluation points and conclusion could be developed further.
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Sticky Note

AO1: 2 marksAO2: 2 marks4/5



Sticky Note

AO!: 3 marksAO2: 3 marks6/10



Sticky Note

* Two clear descriptive points.* The reference to the item is developed (AO2)



Sticky Note

* Some knowledge and understanding, but not enough detail for higher AO1 marks, for example reason two is accurate but quite general.* There is a brief reference to the item, but the explanation is less developed. 







Sticky Note

* Misinterpretation of the item.



Sticky Note

* The candidate is avoiding list-like evaluation, although the points could be developed. 



Sticky Note

* The reference to a study is welcome , if not wholly accurate.







Sticky Note

AO1: 6 marksAO2: 3 marksAO3: 4 marks13/20



Sticky Note

* There was a missed opportunity to develop this point further.



Sticky Note

* The candidate demonstrates some knowledge of the interviews and refers to two studies, although the reference to the item is inaccurate.* The evaluative tone is welcome as many candidates continue to list evaluative points at the end of the essay, though there is a missed opportunity to develop further.
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SECTION A


Read the following item and answer each part of the question.


Compulsory question


Joseph Rowntree Foundation: Young people and housing in 2020.


As a result of recent economic change, many young people face challenges such as high 
unemployment. This can affect their ability to borrow money to buy or rent a home. The Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation became concerned and asked Cardiff University to research what the housing 
situation might be like for young people aged 16-30 in 2020. 


In the study, 50 young people from a variety of backgrounds were interviewed, collecting qualitative 
data. The researchers also analysed quantitative data from secondary sources. These included 
government statistics and previous research on where young people live, housing costs and the 
numbers of 16-30 year olds who wish to buy their own homes rather than rent.


Adapted from: the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2010)


Answer each part of the following question.


1. (a) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain the meaning of the term 
quantitative data. [5]


 (b) Using material from the item and sociological knowledge, explain two possible reasons 
why sociologists choose to use secondary sources in social research. [10]


 (c) With reference to the item and sociological studies, discuss why many researchers 
choose to carry out interviews that collect qualitative data. [20]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.












Sticky Note

* The candidate cites three accurate points though supporting evidence from the item is sparse.







Sticky Note

* Relevant without the consistency for the highest band.







Sticky Note

* This is an excellent answer in terms of knowledge and understanding: AO1. The candidate was able select two appropriate sociological explanations for the data in the item.* A range of evidence is interpreted,  including studies and relevant theory, the interpretation is not quite consistent enough to reach the very top band for AO2.







Sticky Note

* In this paragraph the candidate clearly focuses on the question and draws upon relevant evidence in support of the explanation.



Sticky Note

* Excellent evaluative point







Sticky Note

* Good use of relevant concepts.



Sticky Note

* The candidate interprets rather than describes studies to ensure focus on the question.







Sticky Note

* Clear reference to the question



Sticky Note

* The evaluation is developed and focused.







Sticky Note

* There is a need for evidence here to avoid conjecture.



Sticky Note

* This is an excellent essay and the candidate achieved level four in all three skill areas.* The candidate demonstrates a breadth and depth of knowledge.* Studies are used to argue points and the answer is focused. * There is an evaluative tone throughout.











